
   

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Every Child, Every Chance, 

Every Day 

Thameside In-touch!   
 

Edition 40:  18th July 2025  Facebook: @ThamesidePrimary 

 

End of Year edition! 
 

Dear Parents and carers,  

I say this every year, but I can’t believe we have come 

to the end of another academic year!  It has been 

another massively positive year and one where we 

have continued to receive lots of external validation of the offer that we 

provide to all of our children – welcoming in other professionals is always 

beneficial and always helps us to keep growing and improving.   

A recent review led by the trust CEO, COO and Director of Learning 

commented on how the school 

continues to grow from strength to 

strength and how focussed our 

children were in lessons – I certainly 

felt beyond proud of our school as I 

am each and every day. It really is 

such a privilege to lead Thameside.  

Term 6 has been the term full of 

community events – our PTA summer 

fayre was a huge success and 

raised over £1500. Thank you to 

everyone who came and enjoyed 

it, but most importantly to our wonderful PTA who put many hours into 

organising it.  

We have thoroughly enjoyed several events this term that capture our wider 

curriculum offer, including a fantastic sports day, the trust citizenship awards, 

sports awards, Nursery and Reception graduations, Year 5 and 6 production, 
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and star of the term 

assembly. Wow!  We are so 

incredibly proud of all of the 

children and what they 

have achieved this year – I 

know that they are all 

excited about the new year 

and have been so excited 

to have the opportunity to 

meet their new teachers. It is 

always however hard to say 

goodbye to our Year 6 

children – although they are 

very much ready for their 

next adventure it is always emotional to see them leave our Thameside family.  

We know that they will do us proud!  

Staffing Updates  

Staffing updates and new classes were shared on the recent letter. This year 

we only have one goodbye to say which is to Miss Shaw who leaves Thameside 

to pursue other interests outside of education; we thank her for her hard work 

and wish her all the best in the future. We welcome back Miss Emma Marsh 

(Mrs Putt) who will be working with me next year as Interim Co-Headteacher 

whilst I continue my school improvement role for two days a week with OCC. I 

know that she has been settling back in this week! 

We are currently in the process of planning our school priorities for next year 

and we will share these with you in the new year. 

Also, as an advance warning, Nursery ONLY will be closed on the Thursday 12th 

November – afternoon ONLY for trust CPD.  

For now, enjoy the latest edition of the newsletter which we hope will celebrate 

some of the success from the term and the highlights.   

Wishing you all a wonderful summer break and we look forward to seeing you 

on Wednesday 3rd September!  

We will send out a welcome back letter on the INSET days prior to the start of 

term with any key reminders that you may need ahead of the new year. 

Laura Youngman,  Headteacher 



   

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

New First Aid Procedure for September 2025 

From September, we will be using a new online recording system 

for first aid that will be used across the whole trust; this will help us 

to track patterns much more robustly.  The main change for parents 

will be that there will no longer be paper forms sent home to explain 

if a child has had first aid. However, children will wear a wristband 

with the details (time of incident, nature of incident and first aid 

given) so that parents and carers are aware.  

Red – for any head or face bumps  

Blue for all other injuries. 

We will still also still call home if your child has had a head bump or 

we have any concerns about an injury or bump that a child has 

had.  We will remind parents and carers again about the changes 

in September as well so please don’t worry! 

 

This will be a new process for us, so we thank you in advance for 

your patience as we navigate the new system.  

 

In this edition:  

• New first aid procedure for 

September 2025 

• Spotlight on Spanish – Miss Formis! 

• School Development Priorities – 

celebration of the year! 

• Online safety reminders 

• Year 6 summary of the year  

• Class learning reviews!      

• TTRockstars and Numbots update.  

• Stars of the Term  

• Library corner  - Thameside authors and Summer Reading challenge! 

• Diary dates for Term 1 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



   

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Spotlight On 

Spanish at Thameside is a fun and engaging journey! 

Through hands-on activities, 

lively songs, and interactive 

games, KS2 children are 

growing into enthusiastic 

language detectives, 

confidently using their skills to 

approach and explore the 

fascinating world of modern 

foreign languages.  

 

We are very lucky to have the wonderful Miss Formis on 

our team, who is a fluent Spanish speaker. We are really 

proud of our Languages provision at Thameside! 



   

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

School Development Priorities updates 
We feel it is important to share our school development priorities 

with our school community, and as the year draws to an end, we 

wanted to celebrate some of the great things that have been 

achieved to make our school even better! Of course, this does not 

capture all of the wonderful things we do each day, but each year 

we choose some core areas that we look to improve. We look 

forward to sharing next year’s with you soon!  

 

✓ We have worked hard to develop our teaching and learning in Maths 

across the school – we have worked closely with the BBO Maths hub to 

implement the latest research and advice. A recent trust review 

commented on the impact of these actions – thank you to Mr 

McDowell for leading on this.  

 

✓ We have further developed our curriculum enrichment with new clubs, 

visits, sports competitions and also our new playground games 

development – this has been led by Mrs Russell and is a hugely 

important part of pour vision to nurture talent and develop the whole 

child 

 

✓ Miss Higgins has completed her Forest School training and we have 

completed the extensive paperwork as well to get started! We have 

purchased lots of new resources as well – this has started already and 

we will begin with Early Years next year (with a view to extend more 

widely next year) 

 

✓ Developing our Early Years outside areas have been a key project – 

Miss Amber and Team have worked really hard and have lots of plans 

to keep making it even better!  We now have a wonderful outside 

stage and a growing area – we can’t wait to see what vegetable they 

have grown 

 

✓ Attendance has been a real focus – thank you for your support! Out 

attendance has increased to 93% - we still have work to do but we are 

pleased to see the impact of our work to support all of our families. As 

always do reach out if you need support! 



   

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Online safety reminders 

 
 

As we 

head 

into 

the 

sum 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Before the Summer break, we wanted to take the 

opportunity to remind parents and carers about online 

safety. We have a strong focus on this at Thameside. 

There are lots of great resources on our website but also 

some helpful guides that can found here: 

#WakeUpWednesday - Free resources for trusted adults  

 

https://nationalcollege.com/institutions/national-online-safety#:~:text=Relevant%20to%20all%20parents%20and%20educators%2C%20from%20early,the%20areas%20they%20need%20the%20most%20anytime%2C%20anywhere.


   

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 



   

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Year 6 

summary of 

Thameside – 

Sarika and 

Flint 
Flint 

Since I joined Thameside, I've 
felt more confident and never looked back on my decision 

to join the school. Thameside has taught me everything, 
from Algebra to Zoology and felt welcomed and 

congratulated every moment. Becoming Head pupil in 
Year 6 has made me feel like this is the best school I have 

ever been to. To this day, Thameside is still the best. 
 

Sarika 
When I first came to Thameside, I was kind of shy, but 

throughout the years I have grown more confident. I have 
learned so much and grown in so many ways. I have loved 
learning with my class and joining in with lots of different 

clubs. I have never been to a better school. Thank you 
Thameside for being a great school and being there every 

step of our journey here. 



   

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Gardening club 

update! 
The children have been incredibly busy seed planting, 

watering, weeding, building supports, and harvesting from our school garden. 

So far, we’ve been able to harvest radishes, lettuce, chard, and beetroots. 

Tomatoes, corn, cucumbers, and squash are all growing well and will hopefully 

be ready for harvesting when we return after the holidays. 

Thanks to the continued effort the children have put into the Gardening Club 

this term, we’ve been awarded the RHS School Gardening Award Level 1. This 

means we’ve started gardening, understand the benefits of it, and have 

created a growing space that’s accessible to all. I’m incredibly proud to see 

how all the hard work has been recognised. This is our first (of hopefully many) 

awards celebrating the students’ dedication to their school garden. 
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Class learning reviews  

 

 

To find out more about what each year group is learning, 

please do check out our updated parent curriculum 

overviews on the class pages of our website!  
 

Thameside Primary School - Class Pages (thamesideschool.co.uk) 

 

Nursery  

 
We have had a fantastic summer term in Nursery.  The weather has been 

beautiful, and we have been making the most of it.  We have had a few days 

with the paddling pools.  We did lots of splashing and having fun.  This term our 

topic has been transport and journeys.  We started with the story, 'we are going 

on a bear hunt' where we made bear caves and went on our own sensory 

bear hunt in the garden.  We also looked at lots of different types of transport 

when we read another lovely book, ‘The journey home from grandpa’s’.  Our 

traditional tale this term was ‘Little Red Riding Hood’.  The children really 

enjoyed making wolf soup and artwork using anything red.  

 

 In Maths we have been looking at patterns and shapes.  The children are now 

have an excellent knowledge of shape names and how many sides they 

have.  In Phonics, we have been fine tuning our rhyming, alliteration and oral 

blending. 

 

The Early years sports day was a high light with much excitement.  The children 

had been practicing for weeks and where very good at all the stations on 

offer.  We also enjoyed fantastic support from the parents. 

 

We wish all you all a restful support and good luck to the children moving on 

to reception and will miss you very much. 

 

Take a look at our wonderful Nursery gallery below! 

 

https://www.thamesideschool.co.uk/page/?title=Class+Pages&pid=35


   

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



   

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Reception 

Reception have had a 

fantastic term. We have 

had some great forest school sessions where we have been exploring the 

outside, painting and even making our own hot chocolate and roasting 

marshmallows on the fire!   

  

                                               

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

This term we have been learning all about 

oceans, sea animals and the water cycle. We 

have been exploring the different animals that live in the sea and how we 

can protect them from the rubbish in the water.    

We had lots of fun creating our own mini beach in the garden using the 

paddling pools and sand pit!   
 



   

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

  

 

 

Year 1  

 
Year 1 have had an amazing term! They have all written their own stories which 

they got to share with Mrs Youngman and Reception who enjoyed listening to 

them. They have also all written a pet fact file about how to look after a pet. 

Once they had finished these they even had a couple of special visitors - 2 tiny 

kittens called Mischief and Mayhem who came in to show the children just how 

much looking after they need! 

 

In Maths Year 1 have been counting in 2s, 5s and 10s, as well as counting in 1s 

to much bigger numbers! They have also started learning how to tell the time 

and all about fractions such as halves and quarters. 

Year 1 have enjoyed making their own moving picture books this term, using 

the familiar story of Jack and the Beanstalk. Jack can now 'climb' the beanstalk 

and 'hide' in the oven using the sliders that the children have made. It has also 

been a term with lots of lovely special events and assemblies. Sports day was 

definitely a favourite! 

  

Year 2 

    



   

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

We have been incredibly busy finishing up some of our units ready for the 

summer holidays. This term in English, we created posters explaining how we 

can reduce plastic waste in the ocean. The children revisited the use of 

apostrophes, commas in a list, imperative verbs, and compound and complex 

sentences. The posters were simply brilliant—packed full of the taught writing 

techniques and some lovely 

illustrations to match. 

Hopefully, you’ll be able to 

see some of them around the 

school on your next visit. 

In Science this term, we have 

been learning all about 

conservation and how we 

can do our bit to help our 

native wildlife. We learnt all 

about local pollinators and 

how we can introduce more 

flowers in and around our 

school and homes to 

encourage bees, butterflies, and moths. We also went on a minibeast hunt and 

discovered all the different creatures that call our school home.  

Year 3 

It has been a busy term in Year 3. Firstly, we have loved improving our football 

skills. We developed our attack and defence so much that our final 

tournament games were a real spectacle to watch! From super goalkeeping 

to sensational shooting, the whole class have made great progress. 

In History, we have been learning all about Roman Britain. We can now explain 

why the Romans wanted to invade here and why Hadrian's wall was built. We 

also enjoyed learning about Boudicca and how she stood up to the Roman 

army. Our writing has been linked to this theme too as we created our own 

narrative inspired by the book "Escape from Pompeii". 

 



   

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Our Science lessons have been all about plants and we are looking forward to 

seeing the results of our radish growing experiment which is looking at the 

impact of fertiliser on the size of the radishes we have grown. 

We must also mention the fabulous Spanish lessons, which have seen the 

children improving their speaking, listening and writing about food they might 

eat on a picnic alongside using polite requests. Their confidence and 

engagement in these sessions amazes me! 

 

Year 4 
 

Year 4 have been busy bees this Summer Term! They have particularly enjoyed 

violin this year and demonstrated all their new musical skills in the end of year 

violin recital. Year 4 have shown excellent teamwork and leadership in the end 

of unit rounders tournament, which they played with Year 2. Year 4 make all 



   

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

the ordinary moments special -showing amazing kindness, resilience and fun in 

everything they do! Good luck in year 5 and keeping shining!  

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Year 5  

 
Year 5 have had an amazing end to the year - it has been  

fantastic to continue to see their resilience and determination shine all the way 

through until the end of the academic year. A particular highlight was the end 

of year summer performance. The class memorised all of the songs and knew 

their lines off by heart; I am so proud of each and every one of them for putting 

in maximum effort. It was a truly amazing performance! In maths, we have 

been exploring negative numbers and units of measure. The children have 

been busy converting between different units of measure and applying this to 

problem solving. In computing, the children used the software programme 

scratch to create quizzes using the 'if, else' selection blocks. The children really 

focused on coding their sprites so that it would answer the questions in a 

certain way depending on the answer that was given. Thank you for an 

amazing end to the year, Year 5! Have a lovely, restful summer break and I look 

forward to seeing you in September. 

Miss Krawiec 

 

Year 6 

 



   

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

A huge congratulations to the children and their SATs results - hard work does 

pay off! It has been a very intense term, with so much going on - there have 

been tears, tantrums, strops and attitude, but we have still managed to find 

our smiles and giggles. During the KS2 play, we discovered budding actors, as 

well as future pop-stars and dancers! 

 

As we near the end of the Year 6's Thameside journey, Mrs Russell and I would 

like to say: 

 

Dear Year 6, it’s time to go, 

We’ve shared so much, as you all know. 

From maths and art to silliness, 

You’ve grown so tall, but left us in a mess! 

With dreams of secondary, off you race, 

Chasing knowledge and a brand-new place. 

Though we’ll miss the laughter and the fun, 

Remember, life’s just begun! 

So, pack your bags, don’t forget your flair, 

And always come back with stories to share. 

Now off you trot, don’t trip on your way, 

Goodbye, Year 6, come what may! 

 

Acorn Room 

 



   

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Our first school year in the Acorn room is 

complete! Throughout the school year our 

main goal and accomplishments have been 

to grow individually and as a class. We've 

had lots of success, from academic 

growth,  communication growth, our love for 

learning 

and 

laughing 

together. It 

has been 

wonderful 

to see the 

children’s 

love for 

school grow 

each day 

and how their friendships and social skills 

have developed. We can’t wait for an 

exciting new year at Thameside! 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 



   

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

TTRockstars and Times Tables at home! 

Numbots at home! 

 
It has been brilliant to see the continued dedication 

students have shown on TT Rockstars and Numbots. Many 

children have improved their studio speeds and continue 

working towards completing their heatmaps.  

 

A special well done to Rezwan in Year 3, who has worked 

incredibly hard to go green on his heatmap. In KS1, a 



   

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

special mention to Anna, William, and Felicity for their 

consistent effort and progress on Numbots. 

 

Let’s see who else can challenge themselves to go green, 

complete challenges, or even become a Rock Hero over 

the summer holidays.  

 

Keep an eye out for some summer holiday TT Rockstars 

battles—may the best class win! 
 

If you are looking for more Maths games to play at home, 

there are some suggested links below: 
 

• Learn to Count with fun Counting Games for KS1 Children 

• 25 Fun Maths Games For Kids To Do At Home 

• Maths at Home | NRICH 

• Free KS2 Maths teaching resources | Page 1 of 8 | Oak National 

Academy 

 

 

 

 

Learning at home resources 
 

Please do check out our website which is continuing to grow!  We have 

included lots of new information about our curriculum and resources to help 

support you at home on the following pages 

 

Thameside Primary School - Keeping Safe (thamesideschool.co.uk) 
 
 

Thameside Primary School - Families and Learning at home 

(thamesideschool.co.uk) 

 

 

 

 

https://www.topmarks.co.uk/maths-games
https://thirdspacelearning.com/blog/fun-maths-games-activities-for-kids/
https://nrich.maths.org/maths-home-12
https://www.thenational.academy/teachers/programmes/maths-primary-ks2/units
https://www.thenational.academy/teachers/programmes/maths-primary-ks2/units
https://www.thamesideschool.co.uk/page/?title=Keeping+Safe&pid=85&action=saved
https://www.thamesideschool.co.uk/page/?title=Families+and+Learning+at+home&pid=114
https://www.thamesideschool.co.uk/page/?title=Families+and+Learning+at+home&pid=114


   

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

Stars of the Term!!!  
 

A huge well done to our shining Thameside stars! 

Reception: Alana 

Year 1: Daisy 

Year 2: Iyla 

Year  3: Princess 

Year 4: Gabriella 

Year 5: Felicity 

Year 6: Maisie 

Headteacher: Sophie (Reception) 

 



   

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Library Corner! 
Meet our 2025-26 Class Author/Illustrators! 

  

Each year, our classes are named after brilliant children’s 

authors and illustrators.  Here’s the line-up for 2025-26        
 
  

Year Author/Illustrator Why not try…? 

N/R 

Julia Donaldson is one of the nation’s 
best loved children’s writers.  She’s 
now published nearly 200 books!  

They are fantastic for reading aloud to 
0-5s, as they have lots of wonderful 

rhymes and repetition to support 
early language development. 

 

1 

We’ve chosen another 
author/illustrator this year – Benji 

Davies – who also directs animated 
films.  We’ll be starting the year with 

his beautiful book, ‘The Storm Whale’.  
‘Grandad’s Island’ is a good book to 
share as a family as a way of talking 

about bereavement. 
 



   

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

2 

Year 2 are sticking with the brilliant Ed 
Vere for a second year as his stories 
never fail to delight!  Expect lots of 
bold, bright illustrations and some 
twists in the tale.  Why not try ‘Mr 
Big’ – one of the books in our T100 

Reading Challenge. 

 

3 

Alex T. Smith is another talented 
author/illustrator, most well-known 
for the Claude series.  Many of his 
books are perfect for developing 

readers who are beginning to be able 
to read longer texts, with plenty of 
great pictures alongside to support 

understanding.   
 

4 

Year 4 this year have loved the 
adventures of ‘Anisha: Accidental 

Detective’ so Serena Patel will be our 
Year 4 author again for 2025-26.  

She’s an author who really believes in 
the power of children seeing 

characters in books who are like them 
– something we are passionate about 

at Thameside too!  



   

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

5 

Phil Earle is a multi-award-winning 
children’s and young adult author 

who is also represented in our T100 
challenge.  Year 5 will be enjoying two 

of his novels this year in class.  For 
independent reading, we recommend 

‘While the Storm Rages’. 
 

6 

Year 6 are returning to a previously-
loved author: Sharna Jackson and will 
be enjoying her nail-biting detective 
story, ‘High Rise Mystery’.  We love 
this book for its relatable characters 
and settings and are sure that Year 6 
are going to be on the edge of their 

seats as the solve the crime alongside 
Nik and Norva.   

 
Oxfordshire libraries are running a Summer reading challenge 

over the break and lots of fun events – do take a look at the poster 

below!  We had a fantastic launch assembly from the library this 

week so we hope our children are inspired to have a go! 

 

Introducing the Summer Reading Challenge 2025 theme: Story 

Garden 

 

Do get involved and enjoy some of our class authors and books 

that are part of our T100 challenge!  

 

Do keep reading over the break – our teachers always love to 

hear your recommendations! 

https://readingagency.org.uk/the-summer-reading-challenge-2025-story-garden-takes-reading-to-the-great-outdoors/
https://readingagency.org.uk/the-summer-reading-challenge-2025-story-garden-takes-reading-to-the-great-outdoors/


   

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 



   

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Key Diary dates for next term 
 

Thameside Primary School - Term Dates (thamesideschool.co.uk) 

 

We will add new dates to the online calendar on 

our website as well – so please do check regularly 

as well as our weekly Friday Flyers with key 

reminders 
 

• Monday 1st and Tuesday 2nd September – INSET 

 

• Wednesday 3rd September – start of term 

 

• Thursday 23rd October – end of term  

 

• Friday  24th October - INSET 
 

 

Term dates for 25/26 can also be found here: 

 

Thameside Primary School - Term Dates 

 

 

 

https://www.thamesideschool.co.uk/page/?title=Term+Dates&pid=82
https://www.thamesideschool.co.uk/page/?title=Term+Dates&pid=82


   

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 



   

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 



   

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 


