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Every Child    Every Chance     Every Day 
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Welcome to the Nursery Class at Thameside  

We are really excited about welcoming you to our  Nursery Class! We are called Gruffalo 

Class. We hope this booklet will answer some of the questions you may have regarding your 

child starting in nursery.  

Starting out in a new environment with lots of new faces can be a challenge for little ones. 

Some children settle in remarkably quickly, whereas others can be a little more wary. In 

order to make this transition from home life to nursery time as smooth as possible, we 

believe that it is vital for parents and staff to work together to help your child/ren feel 

confident and secure from the start. Every child is different,  and parents should not feel 

worried if their child takes a while to settle. Parents and carers are asked to please share 

any worries or issues with the staff in our Nursery; we believe in good communication at all 

times between home and nursery to ensure continuity and to give your child the best 

possible experiences to support their learning  and development.  

Starting Nursery ð For you  

The first time you leave your child in the care of another can be more daunting for you 

than it is for your child. During those first few days, when you and your child are in a new 

routine, we will provide reassurance and support, answer any questions you may have 

and give you feedback at the end of your childõs day. It is important to us that both 

children and parents alike feel comfortable to share any questions or concerns and have 

trust in the high level of care that our staff provide for the children.  
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Nursery  Team 

 

                                                

  Mrs Hendy  (Nursery Manager)         Mrs Shiraz (Nursery support staff )          

Time 30 hours day  15 hours morning session   

8.45 Morning Session begins  Morning Session begins    

9.00 Registration/ Group Time  Registration/ Group Time    

9:20-11 
Free Flow/Small group 

activities  

Free Flow/Small group 

activities  
  

10:00 Free flow s nack  Free Flow snack    

11:00 Group Time  Group Time    

11:20 Tidy up/Wash Hands  Tidy up/Wash hands   

11:30 Lunch Time   Move into the hall   

11.45 Lunch continues   Morning session end  Afternoon session starts  

12.00 

Children play in receptions 

garden with the reception 

children  

  
Children play in receptions 

garden with reception  

1.00 

 

We go into nursery for 

registration and group 

time  

  

We go into nursery for 

registration and group 

time  

1.20  
Free flow/small group 

activities  
 

Free flow/small group 

activities  

2.30 Tidy up   Tidy up  

2.45 Session end  Afternoon session ends  

  
Extended day until 3.15pm 

is charged at £2.50 a day  
 



Thameside  School  

 

    

Dropping -off and Collecting Children  

The children will be dropped off and collected from the Nursery door  located through the 

nursery gate.  Parents can wait with their children in the Nursery Garden  until the door 

opens  at 8.45am.  This is also the collect point at  2.45pm and  3.15pm.  However,  if you 

pick up or drop off at 11.45am this is from the Main Hall  doors . 

                                                                     

                     Nursery Doo r                                                      Main hall doors    

      

                8.45am , 2.45pm and 3.15pm                                             11.45am                                          

Please note that the play apparatus and equipment should not be used by children 

unless a member of staff is supervising them.   

The safety of all the children is our priority. We ask for all parents to leave the school 

playgrounds prompt ly in the mornings as once the school gate gets locked at 8:5 0 am  and 

it stays locked until you come back to collect your child at the end of the session . If you 

arrive with your child after this time, please take them to the main school office to be signed 

in. 

If for any reason parents find that they will be delayed, or if another person will be collecting 

a child, it would be helpful if the Office are informed as soon as you are able to, in order 

that a message can be passed on. For safeguarding reasons, we use  a password system 

when another person is collecting your child.   

If your child should receive  an injury at  school , parents will be told and given an accident 

form, either at the end of a session or through a phone call. It is important for this reason 

that all contact numbers are kept up to date.  

Keyworkers  

Your child will have a keyworker, who is an adult responsible for a small group of children in 

nursery. Their keyworker will be there at drop off and collection each day to help you with 

any questions or concerns you may have. We will let you know in the f irst week of school 

which adult will be your childõs key worker. You are also always welcome to talk to the class 

teacher at any point.  
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Lunches  

If your child brings in a packed lunch from home we encourage it to be 

as healthy as possible. Food has a huge impact on childrenõs 

concentration and energy levels so a balanced lunchbox is key! Items 

such as bread, rice and pasta keep them fuller for long er. Fresh pieces of 

fruit or carrot/cucumber batons count towards their 5 a day too!   If you 

are stuck for new or different ideas, visit the NHS website below as they 

have great ideas for lunchboxes.   

www.nhs.uk/change4life/recipes/healthier -lunchboxes  

Parents can also opt to pay for their child to have a hot meal from our school kitchen. To 

see a sample of our  weekly  dinner menu s, please have a look on our school website under 

ôOur School: Lunch and Snack .õ   

Snack time  

The school aims to promote healthy eating, and good oral hygiene, by providing the 

children with either a piece of fruit or some vegetables along with milk or fresh water for 

their morning snack. We all sit together to encourage good manners and enjoy some  

conversation.  

Drinks bottles  

An exciting part of starting Nursery for children is getting new items such as drinks bottles 

and lunchboxes! Please make sure they have their name on as we often have children with 

the same design! Drinks bottles must contain water; no fizzy or sugary drinks please. If your 

child is not a h uge fan of water, then flavoured water is a great option instead.  

Toileting and nappy changing  

All children are welcomed to our Nursery regardless of whether they are potty trained or 

not. We understand that all children develop at different stages and some take longer at 

learning new skills! Your key person will be here to help and work with you du ring the potty -

training stage and to encourage your child along every step of the way.  

To help make the toilet training process as easy as possible and support our children in this 

important stage of their personal development, we have bathroom facilities made 

especially for small children. The toilets and sinks are both low and easy for chi ldren to use, 

and as a result these facilities give the children confidence to progress to being totally 

independent in the toilet.  

If your child is toilet training, please bring lots of changes of clothes (even socks!) If you are 

using a chart with your child at home, we are more than happy to continue this at school.  

Learning Journals  

All your childõs exciting learning and key moments will be kept in their learning journey, for 

which we will be using an online Learning Journal through an app called ôTapestryõ. This 
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allows us to record snapshots of your childõs learning throughout the week and to save them 

to their own personal ôJournalõ which can then be viewed by you at home via any desktop, 

Apple or Android device. We encourage families to add to their childõs Learning Journal 

themselves, to record the amazing things that your child does and achieves at home.  

For any child who doesnõt currently have a Tapestry based Learning Journal, they will be 

set up in the first few weeks of school and a Tapestry Workshop will be held to help anyone 

who needs it to get themselves logged on, and to show you the basics of how to use it.  

There will be Parents õ Evenings to meet with your childõs teacher and discuss your childõs 

progress.  

Nursery Activities  

During your childõs week they will take part in lots of different activities. These include: 

¶ Arts and crafts including painting, drawing, gluing and stickingé 

¶ Playdough, gloop, water, sandéwe love getting messy! 

¶ Science experiments  

¶ Yoga  

¶ Story telling  

¶ Story scribing  

¶ Philosophy for Children  

¶ Phonics  

¶ Maths  

¶ Dancing  

¶ Puppet shows  

¶ Rhyme and song time with musical instruments  

¶ Outdoor fun  

¶ Bug hunts and moreé 

 

               
 

They will also get to participate in whole school events , like World Book Day,  and to go on 

trips and outings with the Reception class.  


